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AUDIO/RADIO PRODUCTION 

DESCRIPTION 
To evaluate each contestant’s preparation for employment and to recognize outstanding 
teams for excellence and professionalism in the fields of audio/radio production. 
Note:  Please check the SkillsUSA National website for updated contest information 
and the SkillsUSA National Technical Standards http://updates.skillsusa.org 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
This contest is open to teams of two, active SkillsUSA members enrolled in career and  
Technology programs with audio/radio production as an occupational objective. 

 
Clothing Requirements 
Class E: Contest specific — Business Casual  

● Official SkillsUSA white polo shirt  
● Black dress slacks (accompanied by black dress socks or black or skin-tone 

seamless hose) or black dress skirt (knee-length, accompanied by black or 
skin-tone seamless hose)  

● Black leather closed-toe dress shoes  
● These regulations refer to clothing items that are pictured and described at: 

www.skillsusastore.org. If you have questions about clothing or other logo items, 
call 800-401-1560 or 703-956-3723.  

● Note: Contestants must wear their official contest clothing to the contest 
orientation meeting. 

Clothing Classifications 
 
Note: Thursday, April 16, 2020, after Opening Ceremonies, contestants must attend a 
mandatory meeting wearing the Class E: Business Casual required clothing listed 
above. 
 
 
 

All SkillsUSA California contest projects are subject to change due to any 
unforeseen facility, staffing or site-related issues. Please use these materials as 
a reference to prepare students for the potential contest project. SkillsUSA 
California regional and state contest projects are developed by state technical 
committee members to align with the national technical standards. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gXGKcpDXrDH5Rhj6yY4-xtWj8jbMEifm
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Equipment and Materials Supplied by contestants 

1. Laptop computer with word processing 
2. Printer, paper, toner 
3. Team Number labeled non-returnable PC formatted USB flash drive 
4. All competitors must create an individualized personalized one-page resume and 

submit a hard copy to the contest judge as part of the completed contest entry. 
Failure to do so will result in a penalty. 

5. Portable digital audio recorder 
6. Microphone(s) with accessories 
7. Method of importing digital audio from field recorder to editing system 
8. Audio editing software/system 
9. Headphones 
10.Talent Release Forms or voice actors 
11.A music release for license information for ALL sounds and/or music used. 

 
Equipment and Materials Supplied by SkillsUSA California 

1. Orientation 
2. Contest and Common Areas  

a. Tablespace 
b. Power strips 

 
SCOPE OF THE CONTEST  
This contest for SkillsUSA CA will emulate the National SkillsUSA Technical Standards.  
The winning team moving on to National Competition will need to refer to and follow the  
posted National SkillsUSA Technical Standards for this year’s contest.  
 
The contest will last 32 hours and be divided into five portions: a written exam which will 
assess 
knowledge of industry standards, a production notebook assignment to be completed in 
teams 
of two people, an interview with judges, a 5-minute NPR-style newscast (including a :30 

All SkillsUSA California contest projects are subject to change due to any 
unforeseen facility, staffing or site-related issues. Please use these materials as 
a reference to prepare students for the potential contest project. SkillsUSA 
California regional and state contest projects are developed by state technical 
committee members to align with the national technical standards. 
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second Ad) that will be recorded and edited Live On-Site (meaning all work must be 
done between contest briefing and designated turn in time) and a mandatory individually 
personalized one-page resume 
 
KNOWLEDGE PERFORMANCE  
All contestants will take a written knowledge test during the orientation. Teams’ scores 
will be 
averaged for the final team scoresheet. 
 
NEWSCAST SCRIPT  
Contestants will create typed scripts detailing their plans for the skill performance 
newscast.  
Scripts must match produced newscast. Scripts must be printed and a hard-copy given 
to the  
judges by the deadline. A digital copy of the script must be included on the submitted 
Flash Drive. 
 
SKILL PERFORMANCE 

1. Contestants will work within their team and talent/interviewees to produce their 
project. 

2. At the Orientation meeting, teams will be provided with the prompts and the 
competition will commence. Teams will have 32 hours to produce (plan, write, 
voice, record, edit, compile, etc.) a 5- minute radio production such as a PSA, 
NPR-style soundscape, sound-rich news story, sound and interview only news 
story, etc. 

3. Audio, sound effect, interviews, music tracks, etc. will be gathered on location a 
needed to convey the assigned theme. Pre-recorded music may be used if 
licensed to the team (proof required). 

4. The 5-minute production must include a 30-second Ad spot featuring subject 
information which will be provided by the contest coordinator during orientation 
meeting with the prompt 

5. All teams must submit their completed entries in a non-returnable labeled 3-ring 
All SkillsUSA California contest projects are subject to change due to any unforeseen facility, staffing or site-related 
issues. Please use these materials as a reference to prepare students for the potential contest project. SkillsUSA 
California regional and state contest projects are developed by state technical committee members to align with the 
national technical standards. 
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binder including a team number identified cover sheet, final audio production, 
and script on a labeled non-returnable PC formatted USB flash drive in standard 
audio .WAV of .AIFF file format 

6. Other mandatory included items are: All releases, licenses, hard copy of the 
script and each team member’s individually personalized resume. 

 
SCORING 
Will focus on: 

1. Professional-grade audio/radio production based on the National SkillsUSA 
Technical Standards 

2. Quality of the audio and editing abilities 
3. Conveyance of the subject, theme, and information to the listener 
4. Writing, creativity and undertanding of the prompts. 

 
ORIENTATION 
The orientation meeting will be held on Thursday, April 16, 2020, 15 minutes after the 
Opening Ceremonies. The agenda of the mandatory meeting will include: 

1. Overview of contest requirements 
2. The written test will be given 
3. Teams will be interviewed by the judges (may extend to Saturday, April 18 if 

necessary) TNA 
4. Prompts are provided to teams 

 
All audio clips must be acquired after the contest has begun and must be 
recorded on-site. 
 
Outside consultation or coaching is strictly prohibited during the contest. NO 
CONTACT with the Advisor is permitted. 
 
SUBMISSIONS 

1. All completed entries must be submitted in a Team Number labeled 
non-returnable 3-ring biner with contents indicated above. The final audio 

All SkillsUSA California contest projects are subject to change due to any unforeseen facility, staffing or site-related 
issues. Please use these materials as a reference to prepare students for the potential contest project. SkillsUSA 
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production script and other related materials are on a labeled non-returnable 
PC-formatted USB flash drive. The audio standard is .WAV or .AIFF file format. 

2. All final entries must be submitted on Saturday, April 18, 2020, between 8:00 
am -8:30 am 

3. Please check your final submission to ensure it plays correctly without any errors. 
4. Critiques/feedback may be offered after judging is completed (time permitting) 
5. A 1 KHz Audio Tone is mandatory and located ahead of production content. The 

1 KHz Audio Tone will be no longer than :05 seconds in duration followed by :05 
seconds of Black/Silence. The Autio Tone and Black/Silence are excluded from 
the total running time No real names or school identification are allowed. 

 
No professional actors, voice talents, TV/Radio/Film/Video and/or Broadcast personnel 
may be used in the making of any art project. Teams may use any volunteer (unpaid, 
amateur) actors they wish, including adults. HOWEVER, Advisors/Teachers will only be 
allowed to act n camera or voice-over and not provide any assistance with the content 
or creation of the project beyond their on-screen role. Team members may act in their 
own production if they wish. Interviews of outside people for realism are allowed 
provided the above rules are followed.  
 
Audio/Radio Contest Considerations 
 
Contest Example Forms 
 
Audio/Radio Scorecard 
 
Prompt will given at the State Conference 

All SkillsUSA California contest projects are subject to change due to any unforeseen facility, staffing or site-related 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=16U6SOGV30WS8ZtvoStrngj-8ZP1EOv0E
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1hK27xlRWuuULJ9vynDnAhy8O9apfvOr5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16DEAK_hynvvPOgH3RDzymCWEwe826XJc

