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TECHNICAL COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 

Description 
Contestants will be expected to demonstrate installation, configuration and use of 
Windows, Mac OSX and Linux Professional Operating Systems and one or more 
integrated office suite packages including email, word processing, spreadsheet 
applications, database applications, web page development, money management 
applications, presentations applications, internet browser applications, etc. The use of 
Open source software such as OpenOffice will be preferable. Microsoft Office and other 
integrated office suites could be used. The utilization of instant messaging, collaboration 
and social networking software will be required during the contest. Contestants will be 
expected to perform in teams while demonstrating individual technical skills. The 
contest will include an oral presentation demonstrating the student's ability to 
communicate with others, a hands-on skills demonstration, and a one hour time allotted 
written examination. 
 
Note:  Please check the SkillsUSA National website for updated contest information 
and the SkillsUSA National Technical Standards http://updates.skillsusa.org 
 
Knowledge Performance  
A written exam will be given that covers the installation and operation of the software, 
hardware, and cabling plus general computer support knowledge. Topics also include 
information related to the Internet, networking and data sharing. There will be additional 
questions related to professional development.  
 
Skill Performance  
A series of demonstrations will be performed during the skill performance portion of this 
contest. The competencies outlined by the contest technical committee will be used as 
the foundation for this assessment. Contestants should be familiar with using a 
Windows, Linux and/or macOS-based operating system. All work must be done 
independently.  
 
 
All SkillsUSA California contest projects are subject to change due to any unforeseen facility, staffing or site-related 
issues. Please use these materials as a reference to prepare students for the potential contest project. SkillsUSA 
California regional and state contest projects are developed by state technical committee members to align with the 
national technical standards. 
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Clothing Requirements 
Class E: Contest specific — Business Casual  

● Official SkillsUSA white polo shirt  
● Black dress slacks (accompanied by black dress socks or black or skin-tone 

seamless hose) or black dress skirt (knee-length, accompanied by black or 
skin-tone seamless hose)  

● Black leather closed-toe dress shoes  
● These regulations refer to clothing items that are pictured and described at: 

www.skillsusastore.org. If you have questions about clothing or other logo items, 
call 1-888-501-2183.  

● Note: Contestants must wear their official contest clothing to the contest 
orientation meeting. 

Clothing Classifications 
 
Equipment and Materials Supplied by contestants 

1. Computer with the following minimum specifications  
a. Computer/laptop manufactured within the last 24 months  
b. NIC card for a wired Ethernet connection  
c. Full administrative rights with all user passwords disabled or uninstalled  
d. Virtualization software such as VMware Player or VirtualBox  
e. The latest releases of VMware Horizon and AWS Workspace Software 

from http://tcanationals.com/software  
2. All competitors must create a one-page résumé and submit a hard copy to the 

technical committee chair at orientation. Failure to do so will result in a 10-point 
penalty. 

3. Any changes to the hardware or software requirements will be announced 
annually in the SkillsUSA Championships update at http://updates.skillsusa.org. 
4. No phones or tablets will be allowed during the contest.  

 
Equipment and Materials Supplied by SkillsUSA California 
 
 
All SkillsUSA California contest projects are subject to change due to any unforeseen facility, staffing or site-related 
issues. Please use these materials as a reference to prepare students for the potential contest project. SkillsUSA 
California regional and state contest projects are developed by state technical committee members to align with the 
national technical standards. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gXGKcpDXrDH5Rhj6yY4-xtWj8jbMEifm

